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Sorry for the lack of blogs popping up here recently, but I have not forgotten. Iâ€™ve been very busy
the past few weeks with stuff popping up that needed to be done rather quickly, as well as being sick
twice!

For those of you that missed it last week, I had a new Scientific American Guest Blog post entitled, â€œ
Regeneration: The axolotl story,â€• on the unique amphibian known as the axolotl. It is a fascinating
animal, and I hope that you all will give it a read. It was a lot of fun to write!

Other than that, Iâ€™ve been working on a number of things recently that should be popping up in
various online publications and in print soon, as well as working on a seminar and workshop Iâ€™m
planning at a university to increase communication between scientists and the media. Suffice to say, it
should be an exciting few weeks.

But, that is not what I want to talk about.

A year ago today (April 22, 2010), I finally arrived home after completing my Masters of Journalism
degree at a university in Ottawa. The month of April was primarily spent working on my Masters
Research Project or MRP on the status of the endangered black-footed ferret. I had officially handed it
in a day earlier, packed a large duffel bag and left the city until graduation.

Itâ€™s been one hell of an interesting year!

Iâ€™ve loved and lost, made countless friends over Twitter (and I do consider them friends), and lost
other friends for a variety of reasons (some sensible, some not). I applied to jobs by the bucket load,
but initially made little headway. I did a few freelancing pieces here and there, before I got a job writing
press releases for a science journal in the United States, where I learned a lot.

I expanded my online presence by being one of the first bloggers to join up with LabSpaces, which I still
love to do. When my position at the journal ended, I received other freelance job offers through Twitter,
some of which I accepted, others not.

And then, in the New Year, I wrote my first post for Scientific American about my experience in South
Dakota pursuing the black-footed ferret for MRP. There was such a good response to that piece, that I
have since written other posts for them about ugly animals that deserve love on Valentineâ€™s Day,
the biology of snake venom, what it is like growing up as a twin, and more!

Many things have changed in the past year, and I had plenty of ups and downs along the way. It is not
easy breaking into the journalism industry, especially as a science journalist. It has been tough at times,
but I want to say thank you to all my friends in real life, my family and my Twitter friends. You all have
been so supportive of me, and of that I am most thankful.

Hopefully, some day soon, I can pay you all back in kind.
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