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Description

In just over a week, professional and amateur writers from all over the world will be participating in
NaNoWriMo (National Novel Writing Month), which I have missed the past few years. I always heard
about it far too late into the month to really do anything about it, but not this year.

The goal of NaNoWriMo (http://www.nanowrimo.org/) is exactly what it describes â€“ write a novel over
30 days. Easy, right?

Actually, no.

But this year, I am determined to give it a shot (however, with one minor addition). Instead of writing a
novel from scratch, Iâ€™m going to pick up my old and dusty copy of â€œThe Blackâ€• and continue
writing that.

I figured that, since the article on twins and the search for individual identity that I wrote for Scientific
American has been published in The Best Science Writing Online 2012 (buy your copy here!), now was
a good time to write as much as I could possibly stand.

For those new to my blog, The Black focuses on Roger Wilks, a lab technician for a big pharmaceutical
company. After a series of very unfortunate events, he gets exposed to something that causes him to
hallucinate his own past. But, when he begins to run out of past to remember, new memories begin to
pierce the veil and drive him slowly insane. He then ends up in an asylum known as â€œLimboâ€•
where he meets a cast of misfits that help him escape and ultimately, discover his destiny and that life
is more than a series of accidents.

How does that sound?

I know the entire plot, all the character arcs and the major story beats that I need to get to, the major
difficulty is just putting the entire thing down on paper. Iâ€™ve been slowly chipping away at writing this
for a few years and while it will probably take longer than one month to write it (as it looks to be a long
one), I hope to be able to put a dent in it.

This blog will serve, for the month of November, as a chronicle of my progress.

Every week I will update it with my progress, issues that I am having, interesting developments and the
like. I will even ask for advice from time to time, which will directly affect the plot.

 I hope you are all looking forward to sharing this neat little adventure with me, and maybe when the
month is done, I will put some chapters up for the hive-mind to look at.
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