
David vs. Wall, South Dakota

Description

It had been a while since my last blog post, and for that I apologize.

I returned safely to Toronto from South Dakota, but I was very tired, and it took me a while to get back
to normal.

Some of the details of my trip will have to be a little vague, as it will eventually go onto my website.
Same with the pictures I took, as I cannot allow them to enter the public domain just yet.

I started out my trip to South Dakota, with a flight from Toronto to a major U.S. hub airport: Chicago
Oâ€™Hare. Then, I caught a connecting flight to Rapid City, South Dakota. After picking up all my bags
(including all of the friggin HEAVY camera equipment), I picked up my rental car, plugged in my GPS
and drove the hour to Wall, South Dakota. Havenâ€™t heard of it? Iâ€™m not surprised.

Picture the middle of nowhere in your minds. Add some mountains in the background, a population of
just of 800 people and a town that lasts for roughly 12 blocks. TADA! That is Wall.

Wall is small. Very small and very quiet. And when I mean quiet, I mean eerily quiet.

Anyway, I checked into my motel, unpacked and went to Wall Drug, the biggest store in Wall.

The reason? I needed toothpaste, as the security woman at the Toronto airport threw out my
toothpaste.

I then called my contact in the ferret program and arranged to meet him at 6:45 pm, to work ALL night.
And we did.

Most of the work I was helping with was driving around in 4Ã—4â€™s trying to spot Black footed
ferrets, which is surprisingly difficult. Then, once you spot one, you place a trap to hopefully catch it. If
the ferret is caught and is not already marked, you bring it into the medical trailer for various tests and
vaccines. Once completed, the ferret is released back into its burrow.

That process went until 7:30 am the following morning. To make a long story short, it was a looooooong
night.

I went back to my motel, showered, ate and went to bed until 4 pm. I then woke up, ate and showered
again, and then got ready to repeat the whole process over again.

After the second night, I got the chance to explore the National Park where I was working a bit, and got
to see Bison and Prairie dogs in the wild. This was in addition to the ferrets, grasshoppers, rabbits, deer
and badgers I observed during the night.
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My last day in Wall, after the third night, I interviewed the man I was working with, as well as some
more footage for my site.

I then went back to the motel, recorded my last video diary (yes, I made video diaries), packed up and
left.

By the end of it, even though it was only three days, I was massively sleep deprived and my sleep/wake
cycle was all shot to shit. But, I think I got some good footage of various animals, interesting interviews
and some good footage of the ferret program.

Suffice to say, it was a crazy time in a small town.

Hereâ€™s hoping it turns out as well as I hope! I will keep you all updated as it develops.

Now, this is NOT a picture I took, but it should show you just how cute and adorable the ferrets are.
Enjoy.
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